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UK Government Statistical Service

Devolved Governments:

• Northern Ireland

• Scotland

• Wales

Other Government 

Departments:

• International Development

• Health and Social Care

• Work and Pensions

• Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs….etc

Custodian Agencies

UN Global 

and 

Regional 

System

Monitor and 
report UK data 
for the global 

SDG indicators



UK approach to reporting SDG data 

• Report all global indicators 

• No indicators ‘not applicable’

• Include statistical and non-statistical

• Disaggregation is key

• ONS is an Inclusive Data Charter Champion and Technical Advisor

• Openness and transparency

• Open data publicly available to all 

• Strong emphasis on comprehensive metadata

• Who are we doing this for?

• User centred design



UK Statistical System and SDG data

New approaches needed to report against SDGs:

• Increased use of administrative data

• Data Science Techniques, e.g. earth observation data

• Data linking

• Collaborating with international organisations, universities, businesses 

and non-profit organisations



Concerned 

Citizen

“Tell me what the 

goals are and what 

is being done 

about them”

Fact Gatherer

“I just need to 

quickly see what 

progress is being 

made and check 

the facts”

Connected 

Influencer

“Give me a tool 

that will support 

my ambitions and 

give me a louder 

voice”

Involved 

Analyst

“I just want the 

data so I can do 

my own thing with 

it” Master Builder

“I want to rapidly build 

my own solution”

Data Supplier

“Tell me when you need 

it and where it is. I want 

to help and be involved”

Understanding our users – overview of user types

Additional users

Data Detective

“Let me efficiently 

update the SDG 

platform with 

appropriate data”

Front end users

Visual data Raw data

https://sustainabledevelopment-uk.github.io/user-personas/

International 

users

“I need country data to 

produce regional and 

global aggregates”

https://sustainabledevelopment-uk.github.io/user-personas/


UK SDG data website

sustainabledevelopment-uk.github.io

Coming soon… 

www.sdgdata.gov.uk

https://sustainabledevelopment-uk.github.io/


Reporting our data

• Openly display our data 

collection progress

• 191 (78%) of 244 indicators

• Reporting all indicators in 4 

goals: 

• Goal 4 - Education

• Goal 5 – Gender Equality

• Goal 7 – Clean Energy

• Goal 13 – Climate Action



Open SDG website

www.open-sdg.org

https://open-sdg.org/


About Open SDG

• Open source

• Free to reuse

• Collaborative

• Customisable

• Multilingual

• Interoperable

• User focussed

• Accessible



Open SDG features

• Open machine readable data

• Data interaction to explore disaggregations

• Data visualisations – charts, maps, embeds

• Inclusion of national/local indicators as well as global indicators

• Comprehensive and customisable metadata

• Data reporting status options

• Customisable non-data pages for sharing information

• Google analytics tracking built-in



Leave no one behind – disaggregation is key

UK indicator 3.1.1

– ethnicity 

breakdown

https://sustainabledevelopment-uk.github.io/3-1-1/


Armenia

Cambodia

Germany

Ghana

Iceland

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Lao

Lombardy

Los Angeles

Madrid

Malta

Moldova

Myanmar

Poland

Rwanda

South Korea

United Kingdom

United States Representatives at first Open SDG webinar



Interesting in using Open SDG?

Things to consider

• See the information for potential users

To set up

• You’ll need a Github username and a laptop

• Go to the comprehensive Quick start guide

https://open-sdg.readthedocs.io/en/latest/potential-users/#considerations
https://open-sdg.readthedocs.io/en/latest/quick-start/


For more information

UK 

• www.sustainabledevelopment-uk.github.io

• sustainabledevelopment@ons.gov.uk

Open SDG

• www.open-sdg.org

• opensdg@googlegroups.com

http://www.sustainabledevelopment-uk.github.io/
mailto:sustainabledevelopment@ons.gov.uk
http://www.open-sdg.org/
mailto:opensdg@googlegroups.com

